
BRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of 

The Annual Village Meeting which took place

   On Wednesday 16  th   May 2018 at 6.15pm 

   in the Reading Room, Great Brington.

Twenty four people joined parish councillors for refreshments and the meeting .

Apologies were received from Cllrs. James Milne, John Bateston, Jo Gardner,

Karen Bright and Keith White as well as District Cllr. Richard Micklewright and County 

Cllr. Steve Osborne

1. Welcome by the Chairman

Cllr. Stuart Norey took the chair,  welcomed everyone and began by acknowledging 

the work undertaken unstintingly by so many people in the parish to provide 

activities and services which support the community.

Cllr. Norey  pointed out that one of the best achievements during the last year was 

the  Village Design Statement (VDS) -  initiated by the Parish Council and involving 

the whole parish.  The Steering Group led by Cllr. Karen Bright,  developed the VDS 

through a process which has allowed everyone to express their opinions and 

aspirations for the parish in the future and has produced a document of which 

everyone involved, should be very proud.  Cllr. Norey went on to remind the 

audience that the Council had successfully applied for a very low interest loan to 

complete the street light lantern replacement and also are dealing with new 

initiatives such as Transparency for small Councils and the data protection 

regulations under GDPR.  However,  most of the issues Councillors discuss are related

to what happens in the parish and these are the matters which are of most interest 

to local people. 

         

         

2 An update from Althorp

Nigel Shields, the Estates Director at Althorp, began by telling listeners that the 

interests of the Estate and the Parish of Brington are necessarily symbiotic.  He said 

that the Estate and the Parish Council agreed on 70% of matters and found 

compromise on another 20%.  He went on to say that the major change on the Estate

was the farming arrangement which has moved from Grange Farm to Park Farm.  

Nigel also mentioned the events held at Althorp during the year and said that it was 

appreciated that traffic management for these, requires attention.  He told the 

audience that there are now 6 species of deer on the Estate and with an 

environmental conscience in mind, a hedgehog rescue and release scheme and the 

barn owl conservation initiative.

Turning to development Nigel explained that a lot of conditions have been applied by

the planners to the development of Church Farm in Little Brington and so work 

would not begin yet. He also said that the proposed development of the Bath House 

and the land around it had not been completely shelved.

Questions were raised about the development at Grange Farm and there was a lively 

debate about the matter. Several people expressed their concerns about the current 

levels of noise and traffic and the use of the land for light industry in the future.  
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Nigel Shields began by confirming that there are no aspirations for residential 

development at Grange Farm.  He said that the Estate plans to re-use redundant 

grain stores; that part of the site already has light industrial use and any potential 

breach is a grey area.   A planning application will be coming forward in the next few 

weeks for the site when Parish Councillors and residents will have a chance to 

register their views.  However, Nigel said that Althorp understands that Brington 

particularly, has a unique character, that it is a conservation area and commercially, 

as well as environmentally, this is of concern to  Althorp and is central to their 

business plan as, for example, an attractive area to  live will command higher rents.

Cllr. Norey thanked Nigel Shields for attending the meeting .  

3. The Community Team at Costain Galliford Try

Mal Bell the Project Director for the work to develop the section of the M1 between 

Junctions 13/16 into SMART Motorway mode.  Mr. Bell explained what is entailed in 

the work and entertained the audience by relating the extent that is required to 

preserve the wildlife, in this case hedgehogs, dormice, newts and badgers, along  the 

route. Mr. Bell also said that there would be an Information Centre at Junction 15 for 

people wanting more information.  Listeners were told that the date for the 

completion of the work is December 2021 although its hoped that this could be 

sooner. The full presentation including the website address to access information 

about the work, can be found on the parish council website www.bringtons-pc.gov.uk

4. Brief reports from Representatives of Parish Groups

Reports were read from -

The Evergreens -  Kerstin Banham 

The Chauntry Trust – Sian Gardner

The Reading Room – Ian Dexter

The History Society – Ian Dexter

The Tree Warden – Ian Dexter

The Gardeners Assn. – Sue Smith

Parish Path Warden – Sue Smith

All written reports, including those not read at the meeting, will  be uploaded to the 

PC website in due course.

5. Closing Comments

There were no questions from the floor and Cllr.  Norey closed the meeting again 

thanking everyone for attending and offering their support.

The meeting closed at 7.45 pm.
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