
Appendix to Minute No 68/17.18  Street Lighting 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 20th September 2017 

Questions from a resident regarding the de-commissioning of street light no 11  

 

The first question is how did the decommissioning of street lighting come to be a matter for the 
council to consider? 
It was raised by a parishioner at the Annual Village Meeting in May 2017 
 
Who raised the issue and why, considering budgetary constraints, was it considered a priority? 
Councillors are always looking at ways to reduce spending where it is appropriate. It was 
judged that the lights in question were surplus to requirements and there would be benefits to 
wildlife and light pollution in reducing the number of street lights in these locations as well as a 
reduction in the use of energy. 
 
Was any estimate obtained for the cost of the work in decommissioning?  
The Parish Council has already compared costs and has identified  a contractor to undertake the 
work of street light maintenance and management. The cost was £26 per street light. 
 
If the council are now considering applying for a loan to cover the costs what were the costs 
exactly for removing three light bulbs? 
The Council is considering a loan for the whole programme of installing replacement street 
lights 
 
Did the council consider the economic implications of this exercise? If not, does it now consider 
this to be a total waste of public money which does nothing to make Brington a safer better 
environment ? 
See above 
 
Accepting that it was probably thought a saving could be made to the budget several very 
important questions arise here.  
Firstly was any cost analysis carried out to determine the cost of each (or all) of the street 
lights? 
See above 
 
You were tasked to “explore further ways in which some street lights may be decommissioned”. 
What was the criteria for the selection of street lights and how was this criteria determined and 
by whom? 
Advice was sought from the contractors about the best/cheapest way to de-activate lights 
Criteria were safety, convenience, keeping the major routes sufficiently well lit 
 
Did any consultation with anyone take place?  
The Council did not consult with anyone directly, but all items for discussion at parish council 
meetings are itemized on the agenda which is available to view one week prior to the meetings 
and is displayed on three noticeboards, on the council website and through Brington News. All 



parishioners are entitled and encouraged to attend any parish council meeting and ask 
questions  The minutes of meetings are displayed on the website. 
 
Was  the Northampton Police Crime Prevention officer consulted, or the  local community 
officer, if not why not? 
Neither of the above were consulted 
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