
BRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of 

The Annual Village Meeting which took place

   On Wednesday 24  th   May 2017 at 7pm for 7.30pm

   in the Reading Room, Great Brington.

Twenty Two people joined parish councillors for refreshments and the meeting .

Apologies were received from Cllrs.  Stuart Norey and John Bateston and from 

Mr. Stuart Pullman

1. Welcome by the Chairman

Cllr. Jo Gardner welcomed everyone and expressed her pleasure at seeing so many 

people and some new faces. She introduced herself as the  Chairman of the Council 

along with Cllr. James Milne who is the Vice Chairman.    She also outlined some of 

the issues the PC has been dealing with in the last year which include parking 

especially in Lt. Brington near the Chapel and damage to the verges. Cllr Gardner 

referred to the budget and the council’s concerns that the reserve which had been 

built up over a number of years had been eroded during 2016.  This was due to the 

fact that the cost of certain highway improvements will no longer be met by 

Highways, so Brington PC  made the decision to pay for bollards around the green at 

Gt. Brington and a replacement triangle at the junction of Back Lane and Main Street 

in Gt. Brington.  Along with the unfortunate loss of a branch of the cedar tree on the 

green at Lt. Brington, which had caused considerable expense, these  highway works 

and the replacement programme of the 28 street light lanterns which began in 2016, 

were all contributors to the reduction in the amount of reserves.  Cllr. Gardner did 

point out however that the parish council had resolved not to allow the reserves to 

fall below £7,000 and next year there will be a need to reconsider the whole issue of 

budgeting.  Finally  Cllr. Gardner mentioned the work underway to develop a Village 

Design Statement and asked that residents become involved in that work so that 

their views about how the parish should look, can be represented. She emphasised 

that this is the case in all the work of the PC and that residents are urged to make 

their views known before work is under way so that councillors may make informed 

decisions.  

Cllr. Gardner then introduced Cllr. Richard MIcklewright the District Councillor and 

Cllr. Steve Osborn who represents the parish at the County Council.

Both of these councillors introduced themselves and said that they were always on 

hand to support residents as well as the parish council.          

 

2. The Village Design Statement

An update was provided by Sarah Sheehan.

         

3. An update from Althorp

This was read by Cllr. James Milne in the absence of a representative from Althorp 

and a copy is available to view on the parish council website.           

4. Brief reports from Representatives of Parish Groups

Reports were read from -
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Neighbourhood Watch – Andrew Shaw

The Gardeners Assn. – Sue Smith

The Reading Room – Sue Smith

The B&N Newsletter – Sarah Sheehan

The Chauntry Trust – Sian Gardner

The Footpath Warden – Sue Smith

Whilton and Brington Pre School – read by Jenny Holman

All written reports will  be uploaded to the PC website in due course.

5. Questions/Comments from the floor

There were questions/comments on a number of topics.  Firstly the street light 

replacement was mentioned and councillors were asked whether the 

decommissioning of lights had been considered.  The matter will be considered at 

the next parish council meeting.

1. Parking

The issue of parking was raised by one or two residents and it was confirmed by the 

Chairman that this matter is discussed by the Parish Council at almost every meeting.

In particular there was –

 Concern about parking outside of the Chapel in Lt. Brington, especially the 

parking on the pavement.

 The parking on Back Lane was also raised in particular the parking of 

commercial vehicles.

2. Kimbells Field

A question was put to the Chairman regarding the ongoing leasing of Kimbells Field 

by the Parish Council from Althorp, now that the field is no longer used regularly by 

any groups and is merely a route for dog walkers.

The Chairman responded that although there was no regular use of the field, she 

believes that there is a lot of support from local people for retaining the lease of the 

land as it offers an open space for events and occasional use by local people.  It is 

available for hire and is still used on this basis by some groups and individuals.

3. The Reading Room

 One resident asked ‘what is the strategy for the Reading Room in the context 

of the end of the lease for the property, as this is now in sight.

 A second question followed with a resident asking whether the lease on the  

Reading Room is worth renewing since it requires improvement works and is 

not used by many people from the parish, possibly rendering it  redundant

 A further point made was that if or when the proposed new residential 

development in Back Lane is put forward again as a planning application, 

there should be no ‘sweeteners’ which relate to the improvement of the 

Reading Room

The Chairman responded to the questioners saying that she again felt that the 

majority of residents would want to retain the only community space in the three 

villages.  She pointed out that some groups do use the Reading Room, especially the 

Mums and Tots group, which meets there every week, as well as the Evergreens, 
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History Society and Garden Club and it is let to a number of outside groups.  When 

the lease of the Reading Room is up for renewal the Parish Council will consider all 

options in the context of the conditions of the new lease.

             4. Verge Mowing

A query was raised about the party responsible for mowing the verge outside a 

property on Main Street.

3. Closing Comments

Cllr. Gardner closed the meeting, again thanking everyone for attending and offering 

their support.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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