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 Annual Parish Meeting Report  
 

From Katie Evans, Agent  
 

2017 
 
Introduction 
 
Josh Jenkins (under keeper) has left the Estate to move to a new position of beat keeper 
on an Estate in Gloucester. 
Cliver Cleaver will join the Estate on the 1st June as Beat Keeper, assisting the Head 
Keeper, Tim Lemon. 
 
The new Estate Forester, Carl Mepham will be joining the Head Forester, Dan James, on 
12th June. 
 

 
House Opening 

 
 House opening times have changed for this year, the house and grounds are open on 

various weekends throughout May, June and September.  We are open every day from 
14th July to 28th August. 

 
This year the exhibition includes Mario Testino’s iconic collection of images of Diana, 
Princess of Wales taken in 1997 for Vanity Fair, and Walking in Her Shoes, showcasing 
20 inspirational young people who hold The Diana Award, demonstrating the 
monumental impact they have had on society and the lives of others. 

  
Special Events 

 
 We have a number of private events this year, along with following public events: 
 
 Althorp Literary Festival – Thursday 5th October to Sunday 8th October 2017. 
  
 

Development 
 
Bakers Cottage/The Stores, Little Brington – many of you will have seen the new 
entrance that has been created, into Swedish Paddock.  This will form the new driveway 
to the rear of the property.  Works to the driveway itself will commence in June, followed 
shortly after by the builders commencing renovating works to both properties.  We will 
keep the Parish Council informed. 
 
Church Farm – The Estate, Parish Council and Daventry District Council have been 
involved in discussions over the development of the redundant farm buildings.  An open 
evening was well attended by members of the village, who were able to see plans and 
look at the proposed development.  Presently discussions are ongoing with highways and 
the planning officer concerning access into the development, and where this would be 
best sited. 
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 Farming  
 
 We are continuing with the same crop rotation as the last few years, Wheat, oilseed rape 

and Beans.  The Estate are looking at introducing Winter Barley into the rotation aswell. 
 
 The Estate’s entry level stewardship scheme has now expired.  We are currently 

exploring options with Countryside Stewardship and what to do with the existing margins 
and wildlife areas. 

 
 Mark Lee, the Estate’s only remaining dairy farmer, has now relocated his dairy herd to 

their new home in Yorkshire.  Mark will continue to rear dairy cattle on the holding, but 
will no longer be milking on a commercial basis. 

 
 Forestry 
 

The Estate is continuing with its 20 year forestry management plan, in conjunction with 
the Forestry commission.  Areas at Chinkwell and Harlestone Firs have recently been 
felled, and replanted.  We have also recently felled a section of Sir John’s Wood 
contained within Althorp Park, which produced some highly sought after oak, and 
attracted large tender bids from timber merchants across the country. 
 
Our contractors have now completed all of the Duty of Care works to the trees which 
were surveyed last summer.  The line of oaks on Carriage Drive have recently been 
surveyed, we are awaiting the report to confirm works required and will keep the Parish 
Council informed. 
 
Many of you will have heard about the Beech Tree which had to be felled in the Church 
Car Park at Lower Harlestone.  This tree had been surveyed and regular works 
conducted, unfortunately Storm Doris caused significant damage and a large bough fell 
and hit four parked vehicles.  We were extremely lucky that no one was hurt.  An oak tree 
has been planted in a safe area, to replace the Beech, which will be subject to a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO), as the Beech was. 
 
Deer  
 
We have recently purchased six Sitka Deer, which are in the Deer Park with the Red 
Deer purchased a few years ago and our Black Fallow Deer.  They are shyer than the 
Red’s and do look similar from a distance, making them harder to spot from the Ha Ha 
wall.   

 
 
 Rights of Way 
 
 As ever, we are keen to ensure that the Rights of Way network is well maintained in so 

far as responsibility lies with us or our farm tenants.  If there are any problems we are 
always grateful if we are contacted directly as it helps us deal with issues more rapidly.  
Again, we would also ask that you please ensure you shut gates behind you and adhere 
to the rights of way.   

 
The news has been plagued recently with attacks by dogs on livestock, in particular 
sheep.  We would urge everyone to keep their dogs on leads around livestock, and in 
particular near ewes and lambs.  At this time of year there are also many ground nesting 
birds with chicks in the long grass on field margins. 
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Summary 
 
I hope this gives a brief overview of what’s on at Althorp. If anyone would like to discuss 
any matter relating to the Estate please feel free to call us on 01604 770006. 
 
I am grateful for the chance to update you. 

  


