
BRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of the 

The Annual Village Meeting which took place

   On Wednesday 25  th   May 2016 at 7pm for 7.30pm

   in the Reading Room, Great Brington.

Twenty Three people joined parish councillors for the meeting .

       Apologies were sent by Jenny Holman and Rita Tank.

1. Welcome by the Chairman

Cllr. Jo Gardner welcomed everyone and expressed her pleasure at seeing so many 

people and some new faces. She introduced herself as the new Chairman of the 

Council along with Cllr. James Milne who is the Vice Chairman.  She also said that 

although there had only been four nominations for the PC election which was held 

on 5th May, since that time and following publicity, several people had come forward 

to offer themselves for the remaining four vacancies and the PC was now quite 

complete and  evenly comprised of representation from all the three villages.  All 

names and biographies will be on the web site in due course.  She also outlined some

of the work the PC has in view for the next year or so, including a Design Statement 

to cover the three villages and Cllr. Gardner asked that residents become involved in 

that work so that their views about how the parish should look, can be represented. 

She emphasised that this is the case in all the work of the PC and that residents are 

urged to make their views known before work is under way so that councillors may 

make informed decisions.  She  also mentioned the defibrillator purchased with help 

from the Newsletter and the Chauntry Trust as well as work which has been 

commissioned to the triangle at Back Lane in Gt Brington.  

Cllr. Gardner finished with a reminder that there will be a fun community event on 

Kimbells Field on Sunday 26th June to commemorate the Queen's birthday and that 

the PC hopes that everyone will come along.

         

 

2. The Reading Room

Rachel Spry the Chair of the  RR Mgt. Committee explained to the audience the 

reasons behind the recent Reading Room survey and the ongoing discussions about 

improving the Reading Room. Residents had been asked to rank possible 

improvements and the Kitchen had topped the list with other items such as disabled 

access/toilets and the heating following in quick succession.

There was discussion about the Planning Application which had been submitted and 

Cllr. Gardner explained that she thought perhaps there had not been enough 

explanation to  residents about the reason for the application – that this was the 

only part of the improvements which needed permission, and that other 

improvements would follow.  Funding would be an issue but no funding application 
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would be likely to be successful without planning permission in place. This would be 

the beginning of the process of moving the toilets, from which would follow the 

other improvements such as enlarging the kitchen. It was agreed that the RRMC 

would continue their discussions in partnership with the PC, of moving forward with 

plans.

          

3. An update from Althorp           

Katie Evans,  the Land Agent, at Althorp gave an interesting account of developments

at the Spencer Estate at Althorp and also at estates in Norfolk and Warwickshire 

which are also held by the family.

Katie explained that a number of staff had left the Estate after very long service and 

the new Building Manager, Paul Neary is  now looking for a Clerk of Works.  The 

Game Keeper has also moved on and his successor and his family have moved into 

the parish.

The long term agriculture and arboriculture plans were discussed and the audience 

was told that trees are always replaced if they need to be felled due to damage or 

age, but not if they are on the roadside as this helps to remove unnecessary future 

liability.  Katie reported that the Red Deer herd is doing well and multiplying.

Finally, Katie also reminded people of  te Althorp Literary Festival in July and the 

Food Festival in September.

4. Brief reports from Representatives of Parish Groups

Reports were read from - 
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Neighbourhood Watch – Andrew Shaw

The Gardeners Assn. – Joan Toby

The B&N Newsletter – Sarah Sheehan

The Chauntry Trust – Sian Gardner

The Footpath Warden – Sue Smith

Whilton and Brington Pre School – read by the Clerk in Jenny Holman's absence

The Tree Warden – Ian Dexter gave a verbal report

The Clerk advised that written reports would be uploaded to the PC website in due 

course.

6. Questions/Comments from the floor

There were none

7. Closing Comments

Cllr. James Milne closed the meeting, again thanking everyone for attending and 

offering their support.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

Clerk to Brington Parish Council

Ann Gilbert

E Mail: clerk@bringtons-pc.gov.uk

Tel: 01327 843169
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