
                   Consulting on a Loan for new Street Lights 

 

Residents will know that the Parish Council has begun a programme to replace all 

the street lights in the parish as the existing lanterns are obsolete, cannot now be 

maintained and are very inefficient when compared to current alternatives.  After 

examining the details and considering the implications, Brington Parish Council 

has decided that it wishes to take out a loan with the Public Works Loan Board 

(PWLB) in order to complete the street light replacement programme. 

The street light replacement began in 2016 and six lights have so far been 

replaced.  With twenty eight in total in the parish, this piecemeal approach would 

take another four years at least.  However, the interest rates for parish councils 

charged by the PWLB are particularly low and an £8,000 loan would mean the 

remaining twenty two lights, including those of the old type most recently 

decommissioned, could be replaced in one year.  

It has been calculated that with a 73% reduction on energy costs offered by the 

new lanterns (cited by the suppliers), the saving on electricity in one year would 

outweigh the loan costs over the five year period.  Replacing the lanterns at once 

would also avoid inevitable price rises. 

To enable the Council to manage the loan it would be necessary to increase the 

Brington PC element of the Council Tax by approximately 10% in the first year 

which would represent approximately £5 for the year for each property.  

Potentially the increase could be slightly less in the following years, depending 

upon the demands made upon Council resources. 

To be able to secure a PWLB loan, the Parish Council needs to consult with 

residents and we are doing this through the newsletter, Brington News and the 

noticeboards in each village.  We hope you will agree with this approach, but if 

you have queries or concerns please email them to clerk@bringtons-pc.gov.uk or 

attend the next meeting of the Parish Council on 18
th

 October. 

The closing date of this consultation is 8
th

 November, 2017. 
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